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ABOUT IMAK
The Initiative for Medicines, Access, and Knowledge (or I-MAK) is a 501(c)(3) organization with a mission to 
build a more just and equitable medicines system. Our framework integrates deep analytical research to 
influence policy, education to activate change, and partnerships to drive solutions. We bring decades of 
private-sector expertise and an evidence based approach to this mission. Our work spans 50 countries 
and includes engagement with patients, drug manufacturers, patent offices, community leaders, public 
health professionals, policymakers, scientists, economists, and more.

I-MAK’s approach to policy solution development is informed by its Participatory Changemaking (PCM) 
process, a multidimensional assessment of the patent system informed by input from stakeholders who 
hold or apply for patents, administer the system, and are affected by its decisions. PCM brings together 
individuals from different geographic, political, personal, and professional backgrounds to generate new 
ideas on how to modernize the patent system.

I-MAK’s work on structural change in the patent system is featured regularly in the national and global 
press, as well as in Congressional hearings and Committee reports. In early 2021, I-MAK proposed a 10 
point plan to increase equity and competition through the patent system to inform policy solutions going 
forward. In 2022, I-MAK’s patent system reform recommendations supported by the PCM process were 
endorsed by the New York Times’ Editorial Board.

https://www.i-mak.org/pcm/
https://www.i-mak.org/pcm/
https://medium.com/i-mak/10-steps-the-biden-harris-administration-should-take-to-bring-equity-to-our-patent-system-a50304bfe228
https://medium.com/i-mak/10-steps-the-biden-harris-administration-should-take-to-bring-equity-to-our-patent-system-a50304bfe228
https://www.nytimes.com/2022/04/16/opinion/patents-reform-drug-prices.html

